Video Notes: Revolution in France
· On July 14, 1789 thousands of angry Parisians rose up against their leaders.
· The bastille (prison and armory) was the focus of their anger.
· Two ordinary men would become famous after the events. One was a minor nobleman in the service of the king. The other was a common watchmaker. Both would help decide the fate of the French nation.

· The governor of the bastille was Bernard de Launay who lived his whole life in the prison (born there and inherited the post from his father). He was known for his inability to make up his mind.

· Jean-Baptiste Humbert worked for the king’s jeweler but blamed the royal government for the problems in France.

· In 1789 a crowd in Paris turned violent over bread. Food riots turned to general riots.

· July 12, 1789 looting broke out in Paris. The police were ineffective in maintaining control and so some private citizens formed a militia to try to restore order (armed with pipes and swords but no firearms).

· Humbert abandoned his job and joined the crowd patrolling the streets.

· In the 1780s the French Parliament planned to reduce the king’s power and save France.

· King Louis XVI had ruled for France for 14-years with his wife Marie Antoinette (who took luxury for granted).

· Versailles was an extravagant palace. The royals danced and dined on fine food while the people of Paris starved.
· Louis decided to use force rather than be told what to do by the people.

· On July 14, 1789 the king’s troops were far from Paris. There was a sense that the old order was losing control.

· After 24-hours on duty Humbert was on his way home. Citizens in the streets discussed what to do next and they feared that the royal troops were on the way.

· “To arms” was chanted in the streets. 80,000 people headed to the Les Invalides, a military (veteran’s) hospital that also had an arsenal of 32,000 muskets in the basement.

· The governor of the hospital refused to give weapons without orders from the king. As a precaution he ordered some of the veterans to begin to disassemble the guns so they wouldn’t fire. It took 6-hours to disable 20 muskets.
· The 80,000 crowd broke in but could not find powder or ammunition for the weapons.

· The crowd headed to the Bastille to get powder by the barrel full.

· Humbert learned that the king’s army was on its way.

· The Bastille had 8 towers linked by walls 5-feet thick. Many thought it was a place of torture.

· At the time, there were only 7 prisoners at the Bastille.

· Governor de Launay posted guards and secured the Bastille when he heard that the crowd was on its way.

· Humbert bought nails to arm his musket.

· Governor had the men bring out the cannons and prepare for the defense of the Bastille. He knew there was only one way to enter the Bastille- the drawbridge and he had the bridge raised.

· 114 soldiers inside the Bastille stood nervously at their posts.

· Governor de Launay was the last royal official at his post in Paris but he was indecisive. Should he open the gates or open fire on the crowd.

· A delegation met with the governor to persuade him to let them in and hand over the gunpowder. The governor refused but said his men would not fire unless fired upon.

· Fearing the delegation had been killed, the crowd cut the chains to the outer drawbridge. At this time some of the soldiers opened fire.

· The courtyard in front of the prison was strewn with blood of French citizens. Now they were out for blood.

· The crowd next brought in a cannon to use against the walls of the Bastille (against the second drawbridge).

· The crowd suffered heavy casualties but now the cannon gave them a chance to strike back.

· The French soldiers in the Bastille had little faith in the governor because of his indecision.

· As the afternoon went on the people wanted to destroy the Bastille and kill de Launay.

· De Launay knew that once the second gate was breached he would soon lose control of the Bastille. Now he wanted to save his own life.
· De Launay wrote an ultimatum for the mob outside. He wrote we have 20,000 pounds of powder and will blow it up unless you agree to our capitulation.

· Under white flag, de Launay appeared at the gates to deliver his ultimatum to the crowd.

· The crowd was enraged at the governor’s attempt to blackmail him and shouted “No terms” and resolved to push forward.

· The governor lost his nerve and surrendered.

· Humbert stormed into the Bastille and disarmed the defenders.

· The crowd retrieved the gunpowder and freed the 7 prisoners inside.

· None of the royal defenders were killed and only 1 was wounded.

· In the mob 83 died and 15 were wounded.

· The governor surrendered and presented himself for his trial at the Hotel de Ville.

· In the streets on the way to his trial stones were thrown at him and women attacked.

· The governor was shocked at the treatment and shouted “Let me die!” The crowd gave him what he asked for.

· De Launay was the first but not the last royal official to die at the hands of the people.

· The people called for his head to be cut off and displayed as a traitor.

· On the same day, King Louis was out hunting at Versailles. In his diary, Louis wrote just one word “nothing.”

· 800 men and women tore the Bastille down brick by brick. Stones from the Bastille were used to build a bridge over the Seine River and others were souvenirs.

· The people of Paris celebrated the destruction of the Bastille.

· 955 people were awarded the title of conqueror of the Bastille and became the symbol of the French Revolution.

· Within 4-years the people overthrew the monarchy In January 1793, the royal family was beheaded at the Place de la Revolution in Paris.
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